Uinta County COVID-19 Response Update
Report 11-1-21
 This Week’s Messages:

 The Big Stuff/Summary:
Numbers have definitely been declining. Not super rapid, but going in the right
direction.
Booster doses: Boosters approved for Pfizer, Moderna and J&J.
“Booster doses do just what the name implies: they ‘boost’ the strong protection the
vaccines already offer. This ‘boost’ is especially important for those who are most
likely to experience severe illness or exposure to the virus,” Harrist said.
Among people who received two doses of either the Moderna or Pfizer COVID-19
vaccines, those eligible for a booster shot at 6 months or more after their second
dose include people who are:





65 years and older
Age 18 and older who live in long-term care settings
Age 18 and older who have certain medical conditions that make severe disease more
likely
Age 18 and older with increased risk of COVID-19 exposure and transmission due to jobs
such as healthcare workers or because they live or work in settings such as correctional
facilities

For people who previously received a Johnson and Johnson (Janssen) COVID-19
vaccine, booster shots are also recommended for those who are 18 and older and
who were vaccinated two or more months ago.
The CDC also approved a “mix and match” approach for booster doses, which
means people may receive COVID-19 booster doses produced by a different
company than what they were given earlier. For example, those who previously
received the one-dose Johnson and Johnson (Janssen) vaccine may choose a
booster dose of either a Moderna or Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.
“We continue to see high numbers of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths in
Wyoming and the state’s low vaccination rates contribute to our vulnerability to the
aggressive Delta variant,” Harrist said. “For those people who are not yet vaccinated,
getting started with COVID-19 vaccines remains a key priority and the most important
step available to help prevent COVID-19 illness.”
“COVID-19 vaccines continue to be safe and effective against COVID-19, including
the variants, and are especially good at protecting against severe illness,” Harrist
said.
Harrist noted all COVID-19 vaccine doses continue to be offered at no cost to those
who receive them.

COVID Vaccines for Kids (age 5-11) FDA approved, awaiting ACIP 7 then CDC
authorization/recommendation.
The Delta surge appears to be declining across the country, following a sort of 2-3
month surge&decline pattern with COVID. I am definitely hoping that trend follows
here. As we see vaccinations increase, as well as more natural immunity, we could be
reaching that place where we don’t expect new surges. Hard to know if our
immunity/vaccination levels are high enough. I’m not sure if I can handle another
surge….
“Eventually, immunity will become widespread enough that another
wave as large and damaging as the Delta wave will not be possible.
“Barring something unexpected,” Dr. Scott Gottlieb, a former F.D.A.
commissioner and the author of “Uncontrolled Spread,” a new book on
Covid, told me, “I’m of the opinion that this is the last major wave of
infection.”
Covid has not only been one of the worst pandemics in modern times.
It has been an unnecessarily terrible pandemic. Of the more than
700,000 Americans who have died from it, nearly 200,000 probably
could have been saved if they had chosen to take a vaccine. That is a
national tragedy.
Covid also isn’t going to disappear anytime soon. It will continue to
circulate for years, many scientists believe. But the vaccines can
transform Covid into a manageable disease, not so different from a flu
or common cold. In the past few weeks, the country appears to have
moved closer to that less grim future.”
Further improving our vaccination rate will definitely help.

 COVID-19 Metrics:
Daily New Cases: (Are the number of new cases increasing or decreasing?)
Lab Confirmed Cases Over Time:
May 3: 1860 cases (increase of 26 or 13/week)
Jun 01: 1938 cases (increase of 78 = 19.5 per week)
Jun 07: 1957 cases (increase of 19)
Jul 12: 1999 (increase of 42 = 8.4 per week)
Jul 26: 2045 (increase of 46 = 23 per week)
Aug 02: 2076 (increase of 31)
Aug 10: 2171 (increase of 95)
Aug 17: 2270 (increase of 99)
Aug 24: 2409 (increase 0f 139)
Aug 27: 2548 (increase of 139 in 3 days)
Sep 03: 2680 (increase of 132)
Sep 10: 2810 (increase of 130)
Sep 17: 2896 (increase of 86)
Sep 27: 3015 (increase of 119)
Oct 01: 3077 (increase of 62)
Nov 01: 3327 (increase of 250; average 62.5/week)
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Current Active Cases: 45 or so, 5 school-aged kids

Percent Positive: (Higher percentages indicate widespread outbreak and
insufficient testing for identifying cases. Anything over 3% is concerning, over 10%
is “red zone.”)
ERH week of 10/25 – 10/29: 13.87%

(Prior week: 18.67%)

WDH reports 7.67% percent positivity for two-week average.
Transmission is high, but not as high as before. Indicates an outbreak.

Infection Rate:

Hospital Capacity/ICU Use:
Locally: COVID admissions are down, but there has been extensive ER use. They
add their full support and recommendation to community members to get
vaccinated.
In addition to Evanston Regional Hospital, we consider the Wasatch Front as part
of our capacity situation. Utah reports 210 confirmed COVID-19 in ICU, and a total
ICU utilization of 92.3% for referral hospitals.
Note about ICU Utilization: The UDOH receives reports about the total number of available ICU
beds in the state. However, this reporting does not reflect the number of staffed beds able to care
for patients. At about 69% overall ICU utilization, ICUs in Utah’s major hospitals with the ability to
provide best care for COVID-19 patients begin to reach staffing capacity. Seventy-two percent use
among all hospitals and 77% in Referral Center hospitals creates major strains on the healthcare
system. When 85% capacity is reached, Utah will be functionally out of staffed ICU beds,
indicating an overwhelmed hospital system.

Things are still not good for Utah hospitals.

Contact Tracing Capacity: (Are there enough tracers hired to call all + cases?)
Locally: Yup.

 Vaccine Efforts and Coverage Rates:
 If you’d like to schedule a COVID vaccine with public health, please go to
www.uintacounty.com, and click on the vaccine information at the top
middle of the page. Vaccines are also available in pharmacies.

 Clinics on Friday’s at Public Health, in Evanston (Friday’s in Lyman.) Also
available in Pharmacies.
 Drive-Through’s at Fire Hall & Bus Barn this week, Thurs, Fri.
 Coverage Rates:

Uinta Total: 39.42%
(4 weeks ago: 36.62%

Adolescents (12-17) 28.15%
(23.43%)

Adults (18+) 51.08%
(47.84%)

Seniors (65+) 73.26%
(70.747%)

 Variants and vaccine: Delta variant continues to be responsible for most cases in Uinta
County and in Wyoming.

State of the virus across the country
Update for Oct. 28



The national outlook has improved considerably since early September. Fewer than half as many
cases are being identified each day, and tens of thousands of fewer coronavirus patients are
hospitalized.



Case levels are flat or falling in more than 40 states, though trouble spots continue to emerge in parts
of the West. Alaska leads the country in recent cases per capita, while Colorado has the fastest rate
of case growth.
Florida, which experienced one of the worst summer surges, now has a lower recent case rate than
every other state. Caseloads continue to fall rapidly across much of the South.
Reports of deaths have continued to decline, to around 1,400 a day from more than 2,000 a day
during parts of September. More than 743,000 total deaths have been linked to Covid-19 in the
United States.






About two-thirds of Americans age 12 and older are fully vaccinated.



Testing Updates:















Apr 05 – Apr 11: Total 16419 = 252 in last week
Apr 12 – Apr 18: Total 16651 = 232 in last week
Apr 19 – May 2: Total 17183 = 532 in last 2 weeks (266/week)
May 3 – May 31: Total 18202 = 1019 in last 4 weeks (255/week)
Jun 01 – Jun 06: Total 18,443 = 24 in last week
Jun 07 - Jul 11: Total 19,298 = 855 in past month, (171/week)
Jul 12 – Jul 26: Total 19,693 = 395 in past 2 weeks (197/week)
Jul 27 – Aug 01: Total 19,930 = 237 in past week
Aug 02 – Aug 10: Total 20,363 = 433 in past week and couple days
Aug 11 – Aug 17: Total 20,752= 389 in past week
Aug 18 – Aug 23: Total 21,311 = 559 in past week
Aug 24 – Aug 27: Total 21,804 = 493 in past 3 days
Aug 28 – Sep 03: Total 22,650 = 846 in past week

 Sep 04 – Sep 10: Total 23219 = 569 in past week
 Sep 11 – Oct 01: Total 24736 = 1517 in 3 weeks (505.7 per week)
 Oct 01 – Nov 01: Total 27077 = 2341 in 4 weeks (585.25 per week)



COVID Testing options:


Drive-Up at ERH:
o
o



Bridger Valley Urgent Care:
o
o



State WPHL PCR Test (2-5 days for result)
Cue Molecular Rapid Test

Uinta County Public Health:
o



PCR test going to lab
Biofire PCR (rapid)

Evanston Community Health Center:
o
o



Liat: Rapid Molecular Test
State WPHL PCR Test (2-5 days for result)

Cue Molecular Rapid Test by appointment

Vault At-Home Saliva Test: Wyoming still offering these tests for free to WY
residents. Order a kit at https://www.vaulthealth.com/covid. If it is a Wyoming
address, the $150 testing fee is waived, and shipping costs are covered. Saliva is
collected during a supervised online telehealth visit with a Vault Test Supervisor
(requires an internet connection.) Sample is sent to a Vault lab.



Abbott Alinity: Available at Public Health. Shallow nasal swab. No charge.
2-3 days for result



OTC At-Home Test approved by FDA (Binax Now)

 COVID Antibody Testing Options:





Sterling Urgent Care: Rapid antibody test, $55 + copay (or $140 if not
insured)
City Drug: Rapid antibody test, $30
Evanston Community Health Center: $25
Bridger Valley Urgent Care: $75

 Guidance, Orders, Updates & Research
o Schools: Wyoming Department of Health issued recommendations for upcoming
school year:
 WDH recommends that schools follow CDC guidance released July 27,
2021--This guidance urges in-person learning, spacing of at least 3’
between students, and mask use, regardless of vaccination status, or

community transmission status. (Previous recommendation was masking
just for those unvaccinated.)
 There are no current orders in place at this time, and no plans for orders.
 “How the CDC distancing and masking recommendations will be
implemented will be determined by each school district, in consultation
with public health. Exceptions and variances are not applicable at this time
because there are no public health orders in place.”
 The federal order requiring that masks be worn on public transportation,
including school buses, remains in place.
 WDH will continue to conduct contact tracing and require that individuals
who have COVID-19 and who have been exposed to COVID-19 remain out
of school (in other words, we will continue to implement isolation and
quarantine). Individuals who are fully vaccinated or who have been
diagnosed with COVID in the prior three months and are exposed are not
recommended to quarantine, but the new recommendation is that they be
tested 3-5 days after a known exposure, and wear a mask in public indoor
settings for 14 days or until they receive a negative test result. For
unvaccinated individuals in schools, if both the person with COVID-19 and
the person who is exposed are wearing masks, then the person exposed
does not need to quarantine; this is consistent with our protocols from last
year and is now consistent with CDC guidance for K-12 settings.
 WDH has released guidance and resources for testing in schools, which can
also be found on the Information and Guidance page:
https://health.wyo.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/WDH-TestingResources-and-Guidance-for-K-12-Schools.pdf. Schools can opt to provide
diagnostic and/or screening testing for staff and students and WDH can
provide all resources necessary for the testing. This document describes
the resources available and recommended protocols.
 Please note that WDH can provide both testing supplies and funding for
schools to hire additional staff to assist with testing, contact tracing, and
other COVID prevention activities

o CDC/WDH Updates:
 WDH metrics can be found on this page and are updated
weekly: https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/infectious-disease-

epidemiology-unit/disease/novel-coronavirus/covid-19-orders-andguidance/
o

Statewide Public Health Orders & Guidance:
No public health orders are currently in place. No limits on gathering sizes, no
requirements for masking. Masking recommendations remain.

 Resource Update:
See Updated Food Resources List
Reminder that COVID Testing, Treatment and Vaccination are free if uninsured.
Rent and Utility Assistance available now through ECDC (Emergency Rental Assistance
Program.) For households unable to make rent and/or utility payments as a result of
the pandemic.
“ERAP will provide direct financial assistance to landlords and utility companies on behalf of
renters who, because of COVID, are in arrears and/or unable to make on-going rental
payments. Eligibility is based on income, impacts of COVID-19, and risk of homelessness or
housing instability. The goal is to start taking applications in April 2021.
Please help us get the word out about this program to ensure that every eligible Wyoming
resident knows about the program.”

COVID-19 Funeral Assistance: Through Fema. Contact us if you would like
information.
For more information about this assistance, visit COVID-19 Funeral Assistance FEMA.gov.




Community Hero: Uinta County Fire & Ambulance and UCSD#1 Bus Barn

Useful Links:
o WDH: https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/infectious-disease-epidemiologyunit/disease/novel-coronavirus/covid-19-map-and-statistics/
o

Wyoming Information Sharing Platform:
https://wohs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=42fd398fa8f449fb930f2d
3755c5a1bb

Also, here is the CDC Coronavirus website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/index.html

Kim Proffit, Nurse Manager,
Uinta County COVID-19 Co-Incident Commander

